Behaviour in ferrets of swine influenza virus isolated from man.
After intranasal instillation into ferrets, the "swine" influenza virus A/New Jersey/8/76(Hsw1 N1) had a 50% minimal infectious dose similar to that of previously tested A/PR/8-A/England (H3 N2) recombinants virulent and attenuated for man. A/New Jersey produced only a mild upper respiratory tract infection. However, higher titres of virus were recovered from the lungs over a longer period than experienced previously with Asian and Hong Kong virus strains. There was a diphasic pyrexia the second and higher peaks of which correlated with peak titres of virus in lung macerates. These results suggest that A/New Jersey has a pneumotropic potential in ferrets and, if the animal model is valid, possible in man.